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Abstract

Similar to the Earth’s natural water cycle composed mainly of the evaporation, condensation and
precipitation processes—urban water goes through its own water cycle Water is withdrawn from
surface and groundwater sources and sent to water treatment plants. After purification, the water is
distributed to homes, businesses and schools. Then, no longer clean, it flows to centralized
wastewater treatment plants. At these plants, contaminants and pollutants are removed from the
water before discharging the now-clean water into the environment—where it may be collected by

another water treatment plant downstream to serve as another community’s drinking water supply. In

this cyclical process, all water is reclaimed water




