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September 05, 2020

Minutes of meeting

Minutes of the meeting held on September 05, 2020 at 2.30PM

Agenda

1) To discuss about research funding

2) To discuss matters regarding extension of KCTU

3) Need for collaboration with IIT Bombay and TIFR for DST funding
4) Submission of proposals for external funding

5) Faculty registration for PhD

Members Present: Principal, Dean Research, Heads of the department and other members.

At the outset, Dean Research welcomed the members present and explained present and

proposed research activities at AIET and the funding required for research.

t

1) To discuss about research funding Dean Research said that funding is essential to
establish and carryout research in the institute. He stated that AIET has applied for
Karnataka Council of Technological Upgradation (KCTU) funding for the development of
environmental sensors with a project cost proposed was Rs 100 lakhs (with Rs. 50 lakhs
contribution from the management), granted in September 15, 2018. During the
implementation of the this KCTU project many problems were faced, most important among
them being: a) change of purchase committee midway through the project resulting in the
formation of new purchase committee b) All KCTU equipment, being R&D equipment, are

eligible, and hence, were budgeted for Concessional 5% IGST. However, when the

University (VTU) approached with relevant documents for granting us DSIR certificate for

5% concessional IGST, they took 3 months to give a negative reply, ¢) Hence, Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) was approached directly with all the relevant
documents in October 2019. DSIR recognized AIET as Scientific and Industrial Research
Organization (SIRO) and also granted AIET the DSIR Registration Certificate for availing

5% concessional IGST for all R&D equipment on February 6, 2020. d) the 4 companies on




2)

3)

4)

5)

whom 4 KCTU Equipment purchase orders were placed were ready to supply the
equipment, provided payment will be settled before 31 March 2020. However, This could
not be guaranteed by AIET finance. Hence the supply of main KCTU equipment (except
Spinner costing Rs. 1.1 Lakhs) was deferred to the next financial year. e) Unfortunately
however, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, only one equipment was supplied and installed
before the implementation of nation-wide Lock down by the govt. of India from March 25,
2020.

To discuss matters regarding extension of KCTU: Dean Research stated that the term of
KCTU project will be over on September 14, 2020. Hence it was decided to apply for
extension of project for one year by giving valid reasons for the delay in the implementation.
Need for collaboration with IIT Bombay and TIFR for DST funding: Dean Research
stated that earlier we have collaborated with both IIT Bombay and TIFR in the area of
MEMS based vibration sensors and energy harvesters, direct methanol fuel cells and
hydrogen fuel cells. They have resulted in 4 patent applications with faculty from TIFR and
IIT Bombay are co-inventors. In view of this we need to continue our collaboration with
TIFR and IIT Bombay.

Submission of proposals for external funding: Earlier it was found it is very difficult to get
DST-SERB projects sanctioned to private institutions. Statistics have shown during the last 4
years not a single private institution above NIRF rank 150 has been granted DST-SERB
project. Hence it was decided that AIET has to submit proposals for funding with faculty
from IIT Bombay and TIFR as principal investigators and faculty from AIET as co-
investigators.

Regarding registration for PhD: Further Dean Research stated that HODs and research
coordinators should urge their faculty members to apply for PhDs during VTU's current call.
Those who do not have departmental guides can register under external guides. Researchers
must disclose their dual affiliation in their publications and patents in this situation, which is

a basic ethical requirement.

The meeting ended at 3.45PM
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