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Presidents’ Note 
 

 
Dr. Mohan Alva 

The word ‘Virasat’ gives the meaning ‘traditional value’. This unique musical, 

artistic and cultural event has evolved from a cultural programme called 

‘Spicmacay’ which was conducted in Moodbidri for spreading the essence of 

Indian art forms among students. This platform was founded even before the 

beginning of the academic activities of Alva’s Institutions in Moodbidri. This 

ambitious attempt to introduce the cultural and artistic glory of India to the 

civilians of Moodbidri took the form of ‘Alva’s Virasat’ in the course of time and 

attained independent identity. Alva’s Virasat’ is now conducted in the Alva’s 

College Campus every year. Alva’s Virasat is a cultural extravaganza of 

classical music and dance programmes organised for the students and the 

general public. This is a very scrupulously choreographed event in which there 

will be formal inaugural programme on the first day.  There will be a welcome 

speech and vote of thanks during the following days of the event and no scope 

for any unnecessary speech. The programme will begin with the lighting of the 

lamp by the dignitaries everyday. It will have two slots of time dedicated to 

classical/folk music and classical/folk dance respectively. This cultural fest 

lasts for a week attracting around 50,000 like-minded audience every day. 
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Alva’s Virasat attracts art and music lovers from India and abroad. The 

talented teams of the artistes of national and international recognition give 

their best performance in Alva’s Virasat. 

This programme of 4 hours duration starts at 6 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m. 

everyday. The ambience backed by the natural serenity of the surrounding 

greenery, lit with the colourful electric lights at night would make the audience 

enthralled and engrossed in the musical and artistic programmes performed on 

a grandly decorated large stage of 150 feet length and 70 feet width. Alva’s 

Virasat has proved to be a grand event in the life of artistes to showcase their 

talents. One artist of international fame is felicitated with the ‘Alva’s Virasat 

Award’ of Rs. 1,00,000 every year during this event. Already the leading artistes 

of India namely Padmabhushan Sonal Mansingh, Padmashree Zakir Hussain, 

Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia, Padmashree Kadri Gopalnath, Padmavibhushan 

Balamuralikrishna, Padmabhushan K.J.Yesudas, Padmashree Ajorya 

Chakravarthi, Padmabhushan Dr.  Padma Subrahmanyam, Padmashree and 

Padmabhushan Dr. Teejan Bai, Padmavibhushan  Ustad Amjad Ali Khan and 

Padmashree Dr. S.P Balasubramaniam have received this prestigious Alva’s 

Virasat Award. 

Alva’s Virasat is organised with the motto of fostering the musical, artistic and 

cultural interests among the students. Besides, it is an immense opportunity to 

the civilians of Moodbidri to witness and enjoy the rare moments of the 

performances by the world-famous musicians and artists. This year, 25th Alva’s 

Virasat is going to be held with all its grandeur. 

‘Alva’s Varna Virasat’, a mega exhibition of artistic and sculptural talents is 

held during Alva’s Virasat every year. The professional artistes of national and 

international fame, participate in this mega event and showcase their artistic 

skills. ‘Alva’s Varna Virasat Award’ of Rs. 25,000 is bestowed on one best artist 

every year during this event. 
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Alva’s VIRASAT 2019 

The 25th edition of Alva’s Virasat will be organised at Shreemathi 
Vanajakshi K Sripathi Bhat Vedike, Puthige Vivekananda Nagara in 
Moodbidri from January 4 to 6. The annual cultural extravaganza is 

being organised by Alva’s Education Foundation, Moodbidri. There will not 
be any stage programme except the one on the inaugural day between 5.30 

pm and6.45 pm. Nitte Deemed to be University Chancellor N Vinay Hegde 
will inaugurate the Virasat. To commemoratethe 25th year of the Virasat, 
India Post has brought to a special postal cover. It will be released on the 
occasion. 
 

Veteran playback singer Hariharan will be felicitated with Alva’s Virasat 

Award. The award carries apurse of Rs 1 lakh and a citation. Explaining the 

growth of Virasat, Dr. Mohan Alva said the Virasat was started with hosting 

programmes at SamajaMandira in Moodbidri with 500 audience. Later, it 

was shifted to Mahaveera College venue, DhavalaCollege, Thousand Pillar 

Basadi, Shobhavana, Vidyagiri Palace ground and to the present venue. 

Cultural programmes 
As a part of the cultural extravaganza on January 4, Colonial Cousins fame 

Hariharan and Lesle Lewiswill perform ‘Rasa Samyoga’ programme from 7 

pm to 9 pm. Alva’s students will present a variety ofcultural programmes 

comprising Mohiniyattam, Badaguthittu Yakshagana, Mallakamba and 

Dandiyadance ofGujarat. 

On January 5, singer Sukhwinder Singh and team will perform 
‘Gaanataranga’ from 6 pm to 8 pm.Nrityantar Academy of Performing Arts, 
Bengaluru, will present Odissi dance from 8.10 pm to 8.40 pm.Shailasudha 

Academy, Chennai, will present Kuchipudi (8.45 pm to 9.30 pm) and Alva’s 
students willpresent Banjara dance, Manipura stick dance, Kandyan dance 
of Sri Lanka and Kathakdance. 
 

On January 6, singer Shankar Mahadevan and his sons Siddarth and 
Shivam will present ‘ChitraRasasanje’ (6 pm to 8 pm), Parampara, Kolkatta, 
will present ‘Rangabharathi — Colours ofBharatanatyam’ (8.10 pm to 9 pm) 

and Alva’s students will present Bharatanatyam, Dhol Chalam ofManipura, 
Bhangra of Punjab and Tenkuthittu Yakshagana Agrapooje (9.05 pm 
onwards). 
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Alva said Varna Virasat, a contemporary artists’ camp will be held till 
January 6. Seating arrangements have been made for 50,000 persons and 

free bus transport has been arranged from Puthige Pete to the venue for 
three days.  
 
The venue will be decked with lights. Food counters will be opened at the 

venue. Parking arrangements have also be made for the parking of the 

vehicles. 
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