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ABSTRACT

A pesticide is defined as a chemical agent used to destroy or control pests. The
root word is the Latin word “cida” which means to kill. The generic term
“pesticides” can apply to a wide spectrum of chemicals, including insecticides,
rodenticides, herbicides, fungicides, biocides, and similar chemicals.

Pesticides have been extensively investigated since the 1960s, and their chemical
properties, toxicological properties, and fate and transport are well known. The
purpose of this chapter is to provide a brief overview of the types of pesticides,

their fate in their environment, analytical considerations and forensic techniques

available to age date and identify the source of the pesticide release into the
environment.



