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ABSTRACT

Sustainable management of Forest ocosystom is necessary as it serves the
important functions such as supplementing human dietary requirements, ecological
significance in terms of biodiversity conservation, flood control, water purification and
micro climate regulation elc. In India due to deforestation in response to the human
demand has resulted in reduclion of the global forest cover from 1990 to 2015.
Although in the recent years India has seen an increment in the total forest cover,
there is still certain regions in the country that have sought a decrease in the forest
cover. The Western Ghats, which covers about 60 % of forest area of Karnataka, is
recognized as one of the bio-diversity hotspots of the world and these forests are
shrinking in recent years due to anthropogenic pressures, especially encroachment
of lands for agriculture and it has led to forest fragmentation, loss of habitat and
corridor for movement of wild animals, etc. Hence, an inventory of reserve forest in a
given area is a pre-requisite for their conservation and management.

The present study focused on assessment of deforestation in Chikmagaluru
district of Karnataka for the year 2019 using RS and GIS and the study of shola
forest. Later the impact of deforestation over the past decades from 1975, 1999,
2000 and 2010 is compared with the latest observed data of 2019. It is observed that
the forest cover has considerably increased between 2010 and 2019 after seeing a
major forest encroachment from 1975 to 2010. Sustainable forest management
practices, alternatives for shifting cultivation, promotion of plantation outside the
forest and the usage of certified forest products, etc. are some of the measures that

are adopted to curb the rate of deforestation,




